ISSN 1832-8830

us.

RGSQ Bulletin

March 2019
Vol 54 no 02

Published by The Royal Geographical Society of Queensland Inc., a not-for-profit organisation established in 1885
that promotes the study of geography and encourages a greater understanding and enjoyment of the world around

Patron: H.E. Paul de Jersey AC, Governor of Queensland

President: Dr Iraphne Childs

BFrom the President

Dear Members, it was great to see so many of you at our
Welcome evening on February 5% The overview
presentations from our special interest groups gave a good
idea of what i s
overseas tours, treks and monthly lectures. | hope you can
enjoy participating in some of these events.

The re-fitting of our new home in Level 1/28 Fortescue street
Spring Hill is proceeding as planned. The Gregory House
committee has negotiated with tradesmen to undertake the
work we require to change the layout of the space to fit our
purposes. With the Christmas-New Year holidays it was not
possible to commence construction until late January. It is
anticipated that the work will be completed in March. At
present there is limited access to the premises, so we will
have the March lecture meeting at the Lavalla Centre in
Rosalie. The RGSQ office in Fortescue street will be staffed
throughout and can be contacted as usual.

As always with geographical interest, we have noted the
extreme weather events experienced across the globe in
January-February 2019. In both the northern hemisphere
winter and southern hemisphere summer climatic conditions
have been more severe than those experienced at the same
timein 2018. The MidWe st of the USA
v o r ti e super cold period with temperatures plummeting
to minus 40deg. in some parts and with heavy snow drifts
causing road and air transport chaos.

At the same time in Australia, a prolonged heatwave affected
much of the country throughout the month of January,
breaking records for duration and individual daily extremes.
On January 24" the town of Port Augusta (SA) reached a
new record of 49.5 deg., while Cloncurry (Qld.) claimed an
unenviable record of 43 consecutive days over 40 °C.
Meanwhile 53 bushfires have been burning in Tasmania,

p | Sociatyeadtivitieso r

some still
some out
of control
at the time
of this
writing.
Imagine
the
damage to
flora and

fauna in gl i
our OO it i

temperate =
world heritage areas of Tasmania! Photo.
heatwave January 2019, source Bureau of Meteorology

WWW.rgsq.org.au

North Queensland received very heavy rainfall caused by the
combined effects of the arrival of the annual monsoon trough
with an embedded low pressure system. Townsville was the
worst affected recording more than a year's worth of rain
{1 B4SmillikeBrésYirPnfhe days until Monday 4™ February.

BOM says Townsville flooding far from over, as
city lies trapped in weather 'convergence' zone

Photo: Townsville
flooding. Source:
ABC News, 5
February 2019.

Widespread
flooding occurred
in the city. With
the Ross River
dam reaching a

flood-mitigation
capacity of
240%, the flood gates had to be fully opened on February 4™
causing further inundation in many parts of the city. Initially
welcomed on previously drought-affected properties in
north-western Queensland, the flooding rains have
unfortunately resulted in heavy losses of cattle by drowning.
An enormous relief effort is being undertaken by Emergency

e X p e Seivieenageddes, he ADFOthe BES, Red Cross and other

volunteers. If | am deployed with Red Cross to assist with
evacuation centres and recovery, | will give you a

fgeographerds view from the gt
the meantime, stay safe for the rest of summer!

References:

Steve Turton (Geographer, RGSQ Thomson Medallist) The

stubborn high-pressuresy st em behind Austr al

record heatwaves; The Conversation 25 January 2019
https://theconversation.com/the-stubborn-high-pressure-
system-behind-australias-record-heatwaves-110442

Port Augusta's hot weather record broken again; Sun Herald
24 January, 2019
https://www.theherald.com.au/story/5869116/port-augustas-
hot-weather-record-broken-again/

BOM says Townsville flooding far from over, as city lies
trapped in weather ‘convergence’ zone; ABC News, 5 February
2019

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-02-05/what-is-causing-
record-rainfall-and-floods-in-townsville/10779032

Dr. Iraphne Childs, President

Australi ads

Level 1, 28 Fortescue St, Spring Hill, Qld 4000

email: info@rgsg.org.au
ph: 07 3368 2066


file://///SERVER/Data/Gpfiles/BULLETIN/2015/www.rgsq.org.au
mailto:info@rgsq.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/QldGovernor/
https://theconversation.com/the-stubborn-high-pressure-system-behind-australias-record-heatwaves-110442
https://theconversation.com/the-stubborn-high-pressure-system-behind-australias-record-heatwaves-110442
https://www.theherald.com.au/story/5869116/port-augustas-hot-weather-record-broken-again/
https://www.theherald.com.au/story/5869116/port-augustas-hot-weather-record-broken-again/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-02-05/what-is-causing-record-rainfall-and-floods-in-townsville/10779032
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-02-05/what-is-causing-record-rainfall-and-floods-in-townsville/10779032

CONTRIBUTORS

Bob Abnett, Jen Carter, Iraphne Childs, Mary Comer,
Bernard Fitzpatrick, lan Francis, Jeanette Lamont,
Hamish McGowan ,Chris Spriggs, lan Stehbens, Wayne
Mackenzie, Leo Scanlan, Matthew Wengert,

PHOTOGRAPHY
Hamish McGowan, Kay Rees, Leo Scanlan,
Stehbens, Matthew Wengert, Jenman African Safaris

lan

IM ARCH 2019LECTURE
1919, Spanish Flu in Queensland

presentation by Matthew Wengert

Date: Tuesday, March 5, 2019

Time: 7.30pm-9pm

Venue: Lavala Centre, 58 Fernberg Rd, Paddington
QLD 4064

RSVP: http://rgsg.org.au/whatson

Hi story knows it
pandemic of infectious disease, killing more people in a year
than the two world wars combined.

Australian governments called it Pneumonic Influenza (PnuFlu).
It was our nationds worst
12000 dead in a few months - but the epidemic also caused
massive social and economic chaos as it travelled through the
country, from cities to towns, along highways and down every
street, and into nearly every house.

Never before or since has any emergency brought such intense
and pervasive government control of most aspects of daily life.
PnuFlu regulations governed many basic interactions and
movements - closing down mass entertainments, suspending
public transport, and even forcing churches to shut their doors
to prevent people infecting each other.

Matthew's talk will discuss the movement of the epidemic as it
spread north and west of Brisbane and use several examples of
the impact of the disease on population centres throughout the
State (including the islands of the Torres Straits, among the last
places on Earth to suffer that 'Flu' pandemic).

Matthew Wengert is an independent
curator and professional historian who
has lived in Brisbane since the 1980s.
Following his BA (Hons) in Media
Studies at Griffith University he
worked there as a researcher and
tutor for close to ten years, while also
researching for ABC and SBS
documentaries. He attained an MA
(Writing, Editing and Publishing) from
. University of Queensland in 2014. His
~ main research interests are the violent
history of Queensland's colonial frontier and the medical history
of epidemics. He has worked closely with Cherbourg's Ration
Shed Museum for several years as a curator and manager of
Indigenous art projects (and he is a passionate collector of
Queensland Indigenous art). Matthew was the 2018 recipient of
the Brisbane Lord Mayords Hel
author of therecentlypu bl i shed book, O6Cit

'City in Masks' documents Brisbane's dramatic exposure to the
world's deadliest pandemic - the 'Spanish Flu' - in 1919. 'City in
Masks' tracks the emergency as the disease moved across the
city, carrying illness and death into every suburb - and bringing
out surprising stories of heroism and humanity wherever it went.
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Focus on Geographical Research

By Professor Hamish McGowan

A new
technique
for
monitoring
severe
weather in
Australia

Professor Hamish McGowan is a Geographer in the
School of Earth and Environmental Sciences at the
University of Queensland. His research interests include
meteorological hazards, earth surface-atmosphere
interactions, weather and climates of Alpine and
8u%ﬁ iHbts |Iegions, the role of atmospheric dust in
local, regional and global climate dynamics and
palaeoclimate reconstruction.
al di saster, |l eaving more t
Professor McGowan has been developing a new field of
research into severe weather 1 in particular
thunderstorm and bushfire meteorology. The research
is based in eastern Australia making use of the natural
thunderstorm hotspot of southeast Queensland, and the
bushfire prone states of NSW and Victoria. The
research is supported by partners in the Bureau of
Meteorology, NSW Rural Fire Service, Victoria Country
Fire Authority and Queensland Fire and Emergency
Services.

This severe weather research is distinguished
internationally by the novel use of a portable dual
polarised x-band radar (UQ-XPOL). Japanese Radar
manufacturer Furuno is providing technical support and
software upgrades to enable new radar scanning
patterns to observe storm and smoke plume dynamics.
Professor McGowan believes this work will have far
reaching international applications as his team develops
mobile radar specifically designed for real-time wildfire
observation and pyro-convective plume dynamics.
Photo: Courtesy of H. McGowan
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https://www.google.com.au/maps/dir/-27.4825216,153.0257408/Lavalla+centre/@-27.4736918,152.9977654,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x6b9150b17d349c49:0xfebedfc5cf1526ed!2m2!1d152.9993134!2d-27.4638578
https://www.google.com.au/maps/dir/-27.4825216,153.0257408/Lavalla+centre/@-27.4736918,152.9977654,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x6b9150b17d349c49:0xfebedfc5cf1526ed!2m2!1d152.9993134!2d-27.4638578
https://rgsq.org.au/event-3257055

TRAVELLER

BELLA ITALIA TOUR

RGSQ Traveller invites you to join with us when we travel to Italy on this exciting 16-day tour
departing Australia on Saturday 21°" September 2019

Fully escorted from Brishane by Leo Scanlan,
Tour Leader and former RGSQ President

Focusing on Umbria, Marche, Puglia and Campania, this tour
explores provincial Central, East and Southern ltaly and ends on the
west coast in Naples.

INCLUSIONS:

All international air travel ex Brisbane™; accommodation; transport;
fully escorted from Brisbane; all meals as per itinerary; site tours per
itinerary, entrance fees to sights where indicated on itinerary.

PRICE: $10,945" per person twin share; single supplement $2,263%;
$500 deposit** per person required to secure booking. ** The $500
deposit is refundable up until RGSQ secure airline and land content
bookings. RGSQ will inform you promptly as soon as we have sufficient
numbers to proceed with the tour.

During this BELLA ITALIA tour we will explore magnificent landscapes,
historical cities and villages, art and architecture, food and wine, and, of
course, the wealth of culture for which Italy is so famous.

FOR A COPY of the extended itinerary please contact RGSQ Traveller on
07 3368 2066 or email info@rgsg.org.au.

We hope you can join us as we explore the magic of BELLA ITALIA.

*Please note, the price will cover return airfares ex Brisbane. Surcharges will apply for
alternations to air arrangements. Itinerary subject to change. Prices may fluctuate if
surcharges, fees, taxes or currency rates change. Payments by credit card will incur
surcharge. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of information at the
time of publication, RGSQ cannot accept responsibility for the errors, changes, omissions or
for descriptions which have been supplied by third party providers. Tour departure is subject
;i;‘:;:;r:?m number of bookings. Flights and accommodation are subject to change and Date of print 20/02/2019
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